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Gut Microbiota 

Confers Protection 

Against Malaria

Malaria is caused by infection with Plasmodium 

spp. which present galactose-α-1,3-galactose 

(α-gal). E. coli O86:B7 also presents α-gal in the 

gut. Humans lack α-1,3-galactosyltransferase 

and produce α-gal antibodies. Therefore, we 

colonised α-1,3-galactosyltransferase deficient 

mice with E. coli O86:B7 which protected them 

against malaria transmission due to circulating 

α-gal antibodies. 

The presentation is followed by an aperitif 

and – for a limited number of students – by 

a dinner with the speaker. For the dinner, 

contact marek.whitehead@uzh.ch not later 

than July 13, 2015 by explaining why you 

would like to meet the speaker. 


