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engineering of biology

The rapidly growing capacity to write (i.e. syn-
thesize) large segments of DNA opens up stag-
gering possibilities for the adaptation of bio-
logical systems 1O innovative applications. But
our ability to rationally exploit this capacity is
lagging far behind. The novel discipline of syn-
thetic biology explores approaches that repre-
sent the hallmark of engineering, such as stan-
dardization, modularity of parts and devices,
and the crucial role of the mathematicai model
in a design process.

The presentation is followed by an aperitif

and - fora limited number of students - by 2
dinner with the speaker. For the dinner, contact
marek.whitehead@uzh.ch not later than Octo-
ber 20, 2014 by explaining why you would

like to meet the speaker.
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