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Raising a child while 

navigating a PhD

Melanie Generali did her Master in Biology at 

UZH. During her PhD studies Robertino was 

born, Elia shortly after her PhD defense. She is 

continuing her research at the Institute for  

Regenerative Medicine as postdoc.

Sergey Yakushev studied biochemistry at the 

Lomonosow State University Moscow and gra-

duated 2012 at UZH. Runa was born towards the

end of his PhD studies in Veterinary Physiology.

He is now the father of two kids and works in an

executive position at Microsynth AG, St. Gallen.

Ivana Pavik Mezzour studied biochemistry at 

UZH. During her PhD studies at the Institute of 

Physiology, Noah was born. Ilias followed 2 

years later. She has continued her career in the 

pharma industry and is now Associate Director 

Marketing at Alexion Pharma GmbH in Zürich.

The talks will be followed by an apéro where 

the current imMed students and the imMed 

alumni have the opportunity to meet, catch up 

and network.

Organization 
The event series Vision 2020 is organized by a committee of PhD students  
of the PhD Program in Integrative Molecular Medicine (imMed): 
Institute of Physiology UZH: Marek Whitehead (chair) | Emilia Boiadjieva |  
Tobias Hasler | Amalia Ruiz Serrano | Ilaria Orlando
Institute of Veterinary Physiology UZH: Fabienne Villars 
Institute of Physiology UZH: Darya Protsyuk | Elisabetta Biglieri from the  
PhD Program Cancer Biology 
Institute of Molecular Life Sciences UZH: Dezirae Beck 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences ETH: Evelin Krajnc, from the PhD Program  
Molecular and Translational Biomedicine
URPP Global Change and Biodiversity: Maria Parreño
Supported by the SUK Program “Doktoratsprogramme”.


