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Ecological approaches 

to sustain the yields of 

smallholding farmers

Agricultural yields in developing countries are 

negatively affected by nutrient mining and 

drought events. 50% of the crops produced in 

these regions are cultivated by smallholders 

that have limited access to cost intensive, 

yield-increasing equipment. In this talk several 

inexpensive ecological approaches, based on 

plant-plant facilitation and plant-microbe 

interactions, are highlighted that can be used 

to stabilize and increase crop yields.

The presentation is followed by an aperitif 

and – for a limited number of students – by  

a dinner with the speaker. For the dinner,  

contact ilaria.orlando@uzh.ch not later than 

February 13, 2018 by explaining why you 

would like to meet the speaker. 
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